An implant versus a conventional fixed prosthesis: a case report.
The success of endosseous implant dentistry is widely acknowledged. Clinical research and subsequent innovations with both surgical and restorative techniques--as well as improved surface features and restorative components--have made endosseous dental implants a routinely accepted dental treatment modality. Patients and referring clinicians often specifically request dental implant therapy. This article presents an example of such a patient; however, in this case, a surgical ridge augmentation and fabrication of a conventional fixed prosthesis was selected as the treatment modality. The authors believe that all therapeutic modalities should be considered when adapting appropriate treatment plans for individual patients.